
An estimated forty million Americans, nearly 60 
percent of the white-collar workforce, work in 
cubicles. 

12% of cubicle dwellers report that over-
crowded physical conditions have contributed 
to their workplace stress. �
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3. Pick up the phone and have a fake conversation 
with the tech department. Say, ”Yeah, I can see that 
in my window, but what’s with the error message?” 

1. In the event of an unexpected occurence such as the footsteps of your boss. 2. Always be alert.
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Survival On Board the Corporate Workplace.
HOW TO LOOK BUSY AT WORK

Please Read Carefully. 

Do not remove.
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2. Visit the printer and pretend that there should be printouts 
there for you and shout, “Blasted Printer!”
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1. Always leave a stack of unopened
 envelops lying around.

1. Never have a clean desk. Create the illusion of
furious activity whenever possible. Also, remember
to keep you waste basket full.

2. When boss comes around, start opening
and study earnestly what’s in them and 
arrange them into neat piles.

3-4. Consider taking up smoking, as 
smoke breaks add up during the day. 
If you take  six, 10-minute smoke breaks 
a day: That is an hour less work everyday!

2.  The more time you spend typing, the busier you 
look. But control your speed, fast typing denotes
email or instant messaging. Report writing requires
reflection and much more care. 

*All strategies were submitted online by 
practioners all over the world.

1-2. A pencil on the ear, strategically 
facing outwards will give the impression 
that you are constantly having to write 
things down.
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1. Make grunting noises and curse under your breath. 
People will think you are busy and generally leave you alone.

1. Walk hurriedly around with a folder, it gives the impression
you are off to a meeting. OR, they are also good for transporting
magazines to sit and veg out for a max length of 15-20 minutes.


